Horham & Athelington Parish Council
Tuesday 16th September 2025
MINUTES
Horham & Athelington Community Centre

Attendees: Cllr Black (Chair), Cllr Queen, Cllr Hambling, Cllr Wright and 2 MoP

1/16/9 Apologies for Absence:  To receive and vote on any apologies for absence - None

2/16/9 To receive Declarations of Interest - None

3/16/9 To consider requests for dispensations - None

4/16/9 To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the council held on 22nd July 2025 are a true and correct record. – Proposed and seconded; approved.

5/16/9 Public participation session (15 minutes) to include District and County Councillors Reports here 
Members of the public raised a query around The Rookery housing development and whether this is likely to be used for asylum seekers. 
Cllr Lloyd joined the meeting at 20.10. He was further consulted on the possibility of asylum seekers being housed in the properties.
Cllr Hicks entered the meeting at 20.36. He advised that the Council have no knowledge or foresight as to whether asylum seekers are being housed in the county. All negotiation is between SERCO and the Home Office. Cllr Hicks advised contacting the MP for parishioners to share their views.
Cllr Hicks updated the Council on devolution, Solar Together and that electrical items for recycling can now be taken to Eye car park.

6/16/9 To consider planning applications:
	DC/25/03750 - White House Cottage The Street Horham Eye Suffolk IP21 5DX: linked here. 
The Parish Council offered no comment on the application.

[bookmark: _Hlk196305412]7/16/9 Audit 24/25
a. Audit Conclusion - To note that the Annual Internal Audit Report (AIAR) for the financial year 2024/25 has been received and recorded – Noted
b. To note the Audit Action Plan – Noted

8/16/9 Finance
a. To update on banking arrangements for the Parish Council account – Latest mandate has been sent and the Clerk is awaiting confirmation from Barclays.
b. To approve the Clerk’s pay rise as per the Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2025 and backdate from 1st April 2025. Further information here. Proposed and seconded; approved.
Payments:
None.

9/16/9 Policies
a. Motion to approve Reserves policy for Horham & Athelington Parish Council. Proposed and seconded; approved.

10/16/9 Playground Update
The Clerk advised that the next steps have come out as a result of the AGM for the Community Centre and further information will be provided to them for information in order to progress the project.

11/16/9 Items for consideration for inclusion on the next agenda
None

12/16/9 Date of next meeting To confirm the date of the next meeting, scheduled for Tuesday 25th November 2025. – Confirmed.
