


Horham & Athelington Parish Council
MINUTES

Attendees: Cllr Black, Cllr Queen, Cllr Hambling and Cllr Wright. Cllr Hicks was also in attendance.

1/22/7 Apologies for Absence:  To receive and vote on any apologies for absence - None

2/22/7 To receive Declarations of Interest - None

3/22/7 To consider requests for dispensations – None

4/22/7 To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the council held on 9th June 2025 are a true and correct record. – Proposed and seconded. Approved.

5/22/7 Public participation session (15 minutes) to include District and County Councillors Reports here. - 
Cllr Hicks provided an update on local initiatives and opportunities.
He noted that the Tour of Britain will be coming through Suffolk in September, which is expected to bring economic benefits to the county.
He also highlighted several current funding opportunities:
· The Improving Rural Business Grant
· The Community Pride Grant
In addition, Cllr Hicks mentioned that MSDC is considering amendments to planning policy to support the installation of solar panels, as well as secondary and/or double glazing, on listed properties and buildings within the curtilage. These changes aim to improve energy efficiency while respecting heritage constraints.

Cllr Hicks left the meeting at 19.43 

6/22/7 To consider planning applications: 
To note  APP/W3520/W/25/3369090 – Finches Meadow, Horham (linked here) has gone to appeal and that the Parish Council will submit a representation as an ‘interested organisation’.

7/22/7 Audit 24/25
a. [bookmark: _Hlk196305412]To approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) - Approved
b. To approve and sign Accounting Statements (Section 2) - Approved
c. To approve the Certificate of Exemption - Approved
d.  The RFO sets the commencement date for the exercise of public rights from Wednesday 23rd July 2025 to Wednesday 3rd September 2025 – Noted by Councillors
· The RFO and Parish Councillors acknowledge that this falls outside the statutory deadline due to staffing and administrative challenges. Measures have now been put in place to ensure the public rights period will be correctly implemented in accordance with statutory requirements in future audit years.

8/22/7 Finance
a. To update on banking arrangements for the Parish Council account – Clerk advised that the forms have been returned to Barclays and an update is currently pending.
b. To note the deadline for precept requirements for 2026/2027 is 31st January 2026. Action: Councillors to set and agree allow future meeting schedule beyond Tuesday 16th September, Tuesday 25th November.
Proposed and agreed further meetings:
Tuesday 6th January, Tuesday 24th March, Tuesday 26th May, Tuesday 28th July, Tuesday 29th September and Tuesday 24th November.
c. Payments:
i. To approve the renewal of the Parish Council’s insurance policy for 2025/26 with Zurich Municipal: £214 - Proposed and seconded; approved
ii.  To consider Zurich’s offer to backdate the policy start date to ensure continuous cover. 
· Councillors have been provided with the policy schedule and supporting documentation in advance of the meeting for review. – Councillors declined to backdate the policy unless a specific reason was provided by Zurich.

9/22/7 Policies
a. Motion to approve Risk Assessment for Horham & Athelington Parish Council – Proposed seconded; approved

10/22/7 Items for consideration for inclusion on the next agenda – Playground updates. 
Action: Councillors to find out the next Community Centre meeting in order to liaise with them.

11/22/7 Date of next meeting 
To confirm the date of the next meeting, scheduled for Tuesday 16th September 2025.



