



Horham and Athelington Parish Council
Parish Council Meeting
to be held at Horham Community Centre, Horham, Suffolk

Tuesday 23rd January 2024 at 7.30pm 

Minutes

Present: Cllr. Black(Chair), Clark, Hambling, and Wright.
Also present: Parish Clerk, and 1 member(s) of the public.
	
01/2024-01 Apologies and approvals of absence 
There were no apologies required.
01/2024-02 Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 
No declarations made.
01/2024-03 Approval of the draft Minutes of the meeting held in November 2023
The minutes were agreed. Cllr. Hambling proposed and Cllr. Clark seconded. All in favour.
01/2024-04 Members of the public were invited to give their views and question the Parish Council on issues on the agenda. 
There were no questions raised.
Reports may be presented by Councillor Matthew Hicks and Councillor Peter Gould. 
No reports received. 
01/2024-05 To discuss and make comment on the following planning applications: 
There are none.
     5a. Decisions made (to be noted):
           There were none.

01/2024-06 Update on events held/attended by councillors since November’s meeting.
No updates.
Cllr. Gibson-Harries asked if anyone knew when the new Denham Village Hall/Community Centre was going to open.
01/2024-07 Eye Traffic Regulation Order - Update 
Cllr. Clark had previously offered to attend meetings on Horham and Athelington’s behalf. At present 7 councils had got together to discuss the impact the temporary TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) in Eye was having on surrounding villages. It was felt that there were areas which didn’t completely add up from the documentation of the application. Cllr. Clark would continue with representing Horham and Athelington and would continue to update the council.

 
01/2024-08 To consider and approve payments due, and note funds received. 
8a. Current bank balances as of 31st December 2023:
Community Account - £12,739.37
Business Premium Account - £102.85
The above amounts were noted.

8b. Payments:
	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount

	23rd January 24
	M Salazar
	Salary (2 months)
	346.00 (TBC)

	29th December 23
	P Hambling
	Bulbs – Pride in your place grant
	£37.02 (paid)

	14th December 23
	C Leader
	Grass cutting
	£40.00 (paid)

	5th December 23
	M Salazar
	Salary & back pay
	£373.11 (paid)


8c. Receipts:
	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount

	13th November 23
	Mid Suffolk DC
	Grant – Pride in your place
	£250.00

	4th December 23
	Barclays
	Interest
	£0.36

	
	
	
	



The above payments were agreed and noted.

01/2024-09 Correspondence and urgent matters to be brought to the attention of the Parish Council 
*Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill:
The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) has briefed Members of Parliament on the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, setting out some of the key issues and implications for local (parish and town) councils and highlighting several concerns.
The Bill aims to drive local growth, empower local leaders to regenerate their areas, and ensure everyone can share in the United Kingdom’s success.
Key points from NALC’s parliamentary briefing include:
· Empowering communities is the key to levelling up and improving local public services, and that includes unlocking the potential of local councils.
· While the government has acted on calls from NALC to strengthen neighbourhood planning and give neighbourhood plans more weight and protection, NALC is concerned the Bill gives National Development Management Policies primacy over local plans and neighbourhood plans
· Communities in two-thirds of England are being left behind in taking community-led action to level up their areas because they do not have a local council and the Bill should establish local councils everywhere. 
· The Bill will give new county combined authorities a general power of competence, this should be extended to all local councils.
· NALC welcomes the new Infrastructure Levy which will be mandatory and set at a local level. Local councils must be consulted on the setting of the level. It is right that local councils will receive the 25% neighbourhood share of the Infrastructure Levy and they must have full flexibility in how the levy is used.
· The Bill should provide funding to the local council sector to take forward the white paper commitment to fund a programme of improvement to build capacity and capability.
· The Bill should be amended to allow councils to hold online and hybrid council meetings.
*Recent increase in council tax and the impact on the residents
*Speedwatch – still not enough people had come forward, Parish Clerk to contact the councillor at Eye (recently changed) to get in contact with Cllr. Clark to see if they would be interested in working together.
*Co-option of councillors – Parish Clerk to consult MSDC as to how many there should be 7 or 8.

Next meeting would be held on 19th March 2024.

01/2024-10 Meeting closed at 8.30pm


Signed by: Chair/Vice Chair………………………………………..  Dated:……………………………
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